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Winter Travel Tips
As many of us know, road conditions in the
Midwest can be difficult during the winter
months. It is important to plan ahead
before hitting the road.

Happy New Year!
Happy New Year from our team at the Wood County Emergency
Management Agency! We hope you have enjoyed our first few newsletters.
Our goal is to assist and provide tools that support individual and
community safety. If you have any suggestions on how to improve this
newsletter, or any topics you would like to have us include in future
editions, please reach out to us. We are always happy to receive feedback
on how to better serve you.
In Safety,
Jeff, Erin, & Suzette

Be Careful How You Heat Your Home
Have furnaces and chimneys professionally cleaned and
inspected yearly.
Keep space heaters at least 3 feet from anything that can burn.
They are meant to be supplemental, not a primary heating source
and can cause fires and other issues if not used and maintained
per manufacturer's instructions.
Leaving the oven door open to heat your house or apartment is
dangerous. Not only is it an inefficient way to heat a large space,
but it’s also very risky, and could lead to carbon monoxide
poisoning, which can be deadly.
Make sure you install a working CO detector in your home.

Pay attention to weather forecasts. Avoid
travel during advisories issued by National
Weather Service if you are able.
Make sure you inform a friend or relative of
your proposed route and expected time of
arrival.
Get your vehicle serviced and keep the gas
tank full. Make sure your tires have adequate
tread.
Keep an emergency kit in your vehicle that
contains an ice scraper, shovel, gloves,
blanket, rock salt, first aid kit, emergency
flares or reflectors, food, water, and warm
clothes.
If you do become stranded with your vehicle:
Make your vehicle visible to rescuers
Keep your body warm. Wrap your entire
body in extra clothing, huddle with others
if you can.
Stay awake and stay moving.
Run the motor and heater about 10
minutes/hour, opening one window
slightly to let air in. Make sure snow is not
blocking the exhaust pipe

Congrats Director Klein!
In October 2021, Wood County EMA Director Jeff Klein was elected
Vice President of the Emergency Management Association of Ohio
(EMAO). This is a great accomplishment and means that this year
(2022) he will become the President Elect, and the following year
(2023) he will become the President. EMAO "strives to advance
public safety for Ohioans through effective collaborations with local, state
and federal partners". The vision statement of the agency is: To build
effective emergency management leaders in Ohio by offering education,
training and leveraging the professional experience of our membership.
To learn more about EMAO, please visit: http://emaohio.org.

January is Radon Action Month
You can’t see, smell or taste radon, but it could be present at a
dangerous level in your home. Radon claims the lives of about
21,000 Americans each year. All types of homes can have radon
problems. Testing is the only way to determine how much radon is
present. People who breathe in these radioactive particles, swallow
water with high radon levels, or are exposed to radon for a long
period of time are susceptible to lung damage and lung cancer.
Smokers who are exposed to elevated levels of radon gas have a 10
times higher risk of developing lung cancer. Keep in mind, it may
take years before health problems appear.

The acronym EOC stands for Emergency Operations
Center. The EOC is a physical or virtual location from
which leaders/representatives of a jurisdiction or
organization coordinate information and resources
to support incident management activities. Various
situations will trigger the EOC’s opening, including
emergencies that require resources beyond what
local capabilities can handle; lengthy crisis
situations; when major policy decisions will or might
be needed; when a local or state emergency is
declared; and when the EOC’s activation will be
advantageous to successful management of an
incident. In Wood County, the primary location of the
EOC is in the County Courthouse building in Bowling
Green. There is also a designated backup location. If
the EOC needs to be opened (activated) in the event
of an emergency, the EMA Director will make this
determination
and
notify
the
appropriate
individuals. The Wood County EMA has also started
to incorporate virtual meeting capabilities into our
plans and EOC operations so these options are
available if needed. The EOC space (both physical
and virtual) is kept in a state of readiness at all
times. During much of the last year and half, the
EOC was open virtually with assessment,
monitoring, and information dissemination occurring
regularly. Our agency will continue to seek out
evolving EOC best practices and enhance our
capabilities accordingly to meet county needs.

CodeRED Registration:
Visit: www.woodcountyema.org or call us 419-354-9269.

Agency Spotlight: Wood County Highway Garage (Engineer's Office)
Th

Did you know... Wood County plow drivers take care of 256 miles of our county
roads? 3,500 tons of salt and 2,000 tons of ice control is used on average
annually. Ice control is a mixture of salt and stone and is most effective during ice
and freezing rain events. 3,000 gallons of brine is applied annually. Brine is only
effective when there is a high traffic volume and when it is applied constantly
during a snow event. There are 23-28 county plow drivers with CDLs. These
drivers are expected to carry a duffle bag of extra clothing and food during major
snow events in the event of an emergency. These drivers are on call 24-hours/day
during the winter if conditions warrant. They staff 2 crews during the winter
months from the beginning of December until the last weekend in March.
Additionally, the Highway Road Superintendent is in constant contact with the
Wood County Sheriff's Office about road conditions during a snow event.
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