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Pet Preparedness
June is pet preparedness month.

April Showers- How is your rainy day fund?
Many people have experienced the challenges of rebuilding their lives after
a disaster. In these stressful circumstances, disaster savings can help
individuals, families, communities, businesses and organizations bounce
back quicker and start the road to recovery. The best way to prepare for a
natural disaster is knowing the risks of where you live and saving for the
unexpected. Here are a few tips to help you start, and strengthen, your
emergency savings fund and budgeting.

Prepare for the risks where you live. Personal financial planning
helps families prepare for disasters both big and small.
Create a rainy day fund. Consider saving for disasters by setting
aside money for unexpected costs including hotel stays, food, gas
and insurance deductibles. Keep a small amount of cash at home
in a safe place. It is important to have small bills on hand because
ATMs and credit cards may not work during a disaster.
Check your insurance coverage. Having insurance for your
apartment, home or business property is the best way to be sure
you will have the necessary financial resources to help you
repair, rebuild or replace whatever is damaged. Homeowners
insurance does not typically cover flooding, so you may need to
purchase flood insurance from the National Flood Insurance
Program.

Include your pets in your emergency plans.
Practice evacuating in the car with your
animals, and placing them in their carrier,
so they’re more comfortable if you need to
evacuate in an emergency. Research and
list the addresses & numbers of all the
places you can take your pet in an
emergency. Keeping contact information
accessible for local animal organizations is
important to have just in case. If told to
evacuate, never leave your animals behind.
They can be easily lost or injured.
Make sure to keep digital records and/or
pictures to identify your pet after a disaster
in case you become separated. Does your
pet have an ID? Put your name and contact
information on your pet’s ID tag in case
you’re separated in an emergency. Keep
that cute selfie of you & your pet in your
emergency kit to prove ownership. If your
pet is microchipped, make sure the address
tied to that chip is up to date and accurate.
Build a separate emergency kit for your
pets. Take time to refresh your pet's
emergency kit- check water, food, & make
sure their favorite toy is included to reduce
stress. Don't forget a bowl for food and
water, any medications they need, a pooper
scooper, cat litter, or plastic bags.

National Dam Safety Awareness Day
Dam Safety Awareness Day is May 31 & was established to
commemorate the 1889 failure of the South Fork Dam in Johnstown,
Pennsylvania. The Johnstown disaster was the worst dam failure in
the history of the United States, with over 2,200 lives lost. National
Dam Safety Awareness Day seeks to encourage and promote
individual and community responsibility and best practices for dam
safety, as well as what steps can be taken to prevent catastrophic
dam failures. Wood County has 17 dams within the county borders
including five Class I, four Class II, and eight otherwise classified. The
lower the class the larger the dam and higher the risk associated with
failure. Dams and levees provide the citizens of Ohio with essential
benefits such as water supply, flood control, recreation and
irrigation. While dams have multiple benefits, they also represent a
risk to public safety and economic infrastructure if they are not
properly maintained. Each year Dam Safety engineers and staff
conduct more than 300 detailed inspections of dams on a five-year
schedule. These inspections are completed along major watersheds
to gain field efficiencies and to inter-relate hydrology of dams in a
watershed. Reports detailing necessary repair and maintenance are
then provided to the owner. Dam Safety then seeks compliance as
necessary for any deficiencies noted. www.damsafety.org

Preparedness Update
April 5, 2022: EMA will be speaking at the BG Senior Center
April 8, 2022: EMA will be participating in an exercise with BGSU.
April 19, 2022: SKYWARN spotter class at BGSU Olscamp 115. 6pm,
Register on site.
May 25, 2022: EMA/LEPC tabletop exercise with the BG Water
Treatment plant and local responders.
May 26, 2022: EMA will be speaking at the Walbridge Senior Center
Stay tuned for additional info.

You may remember from last newsletter that the
acronym EOC stands for Emergency Operations
Center. The EOC is a physical or virtual location from
which leaders/representatives of a jurisdiction or
organization coordinate information and resources
to support incident management activities. In Wood
County, the primary location of the EOC is in the
County Courthouse building in Bowling Green. The
Wood County EMA has started to incorporate virtual
meeting capabilities into our plans and EOC
operations so these options are available if needed.
Since the last newsletter, our EOC space has
undergone significant renovation in order to support
the technology necessary to run an emergency
operation in today's technologically advanced
climate. In working with a contractor, we were able
to install video conferencing capabilities (cameras,
ceiling microphones), new Tv's capable of mirroring
and casting from mobile devices, and a matrix that
was custom made to make emergency operations
both in-person and in a virtual space run as
streamlined as possible. These improvements will
bolster the county emergency management
capabilities greatly. We are grateful to the
Commissioners for their unwavering support in
accomplishing this project to keep our county safe
and the EOC in a state of constant readiness.

CodeRED Registration:
Visit: www.woodcountyema.org or call us 419-354-9269.

Agency Spotlight: National Weather Service Cleveland Office
Th

The National Weather Service (NWS) in Cleveland, OH is the forecast office that serves Wood
County. They are one of over 100 weather forecast offices in the country. They provide
weather, water and climate data, forecasts, warnings, and impact-based decision support
services for the protection of life and property and enhancement of the national economy.
Individuals and communities can become involved with the NWS in Cleveland two ways; by
becoming a SKYWARN spotter or becoming a Weather-Ready Nation (WRN) Ambassador.
Individuals can become certified SKYWARN spotters by taking a free course offered by NWS
Meteorologists which consists of weather basics and how to report weather information.
WRN Ambassadors are partnerships with communities to foster collaboration with the NWS
and ensure that their community or business makes smart decisions to protect life and
property.
For more information, visit their website at www.weather.gov/cle or follow them on social
media! Twitter: @NWSCLE, Facebook: @NWSCleveland, Instagram: @nwscle

