VOL. 6 | JULY 2022

WOOD COUNTY EMA
Quarterly Preparedness and Safety Updates

A Department under the
Board of County Commissioners:
Doris I. Herringshaw Ed.D
Craig LaHote
Dr. Theodore H. Bowlus

Prepared Not Scared
September is National Preparedness Month.
Make a plan today. Your family may not be
together if a disaster strikes, so it is
important to know which types of disasters
could affect your area. Know how you’ll
contact one another and reconnect if
separated. Establish a family meeting place
that’s familiar and easy to find.

In extreme heat your body works extra hard to maintain a normal
temperature, which can lead to death. Extreme heat is responsible for the
highest number of annual deaths among all weather-related hazards.

Learn to recognize the signs of heat illness
Do not rely on a fan as your primary cooling device
Identify places you can go to get cool such as libraries and
shopping malls
Cover windows with drapes or shades
Weather-strip doors and windows
Install window air conditioners and insulate around them
Take cool showers or baths
Wear loose, lightweight, light-colored clothing
Drink enough fluids
Avoid high-energy activities and work outdoors during mid-day
heat
Check on family members, seniors, neighbors, and pets
If you have signs of heat cramps or heat exhaustion, go to a cooler location,
remove excess clothing, and take sips of sports drinks or water. Call your
healthcare provider if symptoms get worse or last more than an hour.
If you suspect heat stroke, call 9-1-1 to get the person to a hospital
immediately. Cool down with whatever methods are available until medical
help arrives. Do not give the person anything to drink.

As you prepare your plan, tailor it to you and
identify the supplies needed to maintain
your specific daily living needs and
responsibilities. Discuss how people in your
network can assist each other with
communication, care of children, business,
pets, or any other specific needs (like
operating medical equipment).
How is your kit looking? Do you have one?
Does it need updated? After an emergency,
you may need to survive on your own for
several days. Being prepared means having
your own food, water, and other supplies to
last for several days. A disaster supplies kit is
a collection of basic items your household
may need in the event of an emergency. It
may be a good idea to make a kit for your
vehicle, home, and/or work.
Think about how you get notified in an
emergency. Are you signed up for CodeRED?
Do you have a working NOAA weather radio?
Are your alerts toggled on in your cell phone
settings (AMBER, emergency, public safety)?

Preparedness Update
July 8, 2022: EMA will be speaking at the Grand Rapids Senior Center
July 18, 2022: EMA will be speaking at the Rossford Senior Center.
July 28, 2022: EMA will be speaking at Wayne Senior Center
August 1-8, 2022: EMA will be at the Wood County Fair
August 18-20, 2022: Tractor Pulls

For more information visit: ready.gov

"Exercising" Means Something Different to Us
The Wood County Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC)
conducted an exercise May 25, 2022. Now this wasn't an exercise that
involved running, walking, or lifting weights.
In emergency
management the term exercise typically refers to what some think of
as a "drill" or a test of some sort. Ohio law ORC 3750.04(C) requires
local communities to annually exercise their hazardous materials plan.
This section of the law requires that each exercise include the
participation of local First Responder personnel. The exercise shall
include either a facility subject to the plan or a transporter of
hazardous materials. This is done on a 4 year cycle, and we are
required to complete at least one Full-Scale exercise in the cycle. The
LEPC has the option to complete any type of exercise in the remaining
three years (table top, functional, or use of an actual event) based
upon local program need. The May 25th exercise was a table top. It
was held at the Middleton Township building and involved their fire
and EMS, WCSO, Perrysburg Township Haz-Mat, Ohio EPA, Ohio
EMA, and many other players, evaluators, and observers. The scenario
involved a fictitious Haz-Mat incident at a water treatment plant. All
parties involved did an impressive job and learned a lot from each
other. Putting together these exercises is no small feat, but it is so
important to test our capabilities in order to find gaps and make sure
everyone knows how to react if something does go wrong.
Thank you to all parties involved! Practice makes progress.

Slow down: Back to School Means Sharing the Road.
During the summer, school zones may not be a worry, but
it is also important to recognize that this may mean kids
could be out and about in more unpredictable places and
times. Always be cognizant of your surroundings,
especially near parks, playgrounds, and residential areas.
When school returns, with it brings congestion, slow
speeds, and stress. No one likes to be caught behind a
bus, or waiting at a cross walk for kids to cross. However,
it is crucial to remember that kids can be unpredictable
and may not be as aware of their surroundings. It is up to
us as a community to look out for them. Most of the
children who lose their lives in bus-related incidents are
four to seven years old and on foot. These incidents occur
when a child is hit by the bus or by a motorist passing a
bus that’s stopped to load or unload children—something
that’s illegal in all 50 states. Please be careful commuting

CodeRED Registration: Visit: www.woodcountyema.org or call us 419-354-9269.

A message from the Wood County Dog Warden:
With warm weather coming, pet owners might be tempted to take their dogs with them when they run errands to get
them out of the house. While this seems like a fun idea for dogs, it can be very dangerous very quickly for our canine
companions. Temperatures rise very quickly in a parked car in the summer. Even in a shady spot, a car can reach deadly
heat temperatures within minutes. If you have to take your dog with you when running an errand, it is best to leave the
car running with the air conditioning on. Your best bet to keep your furry friend safe is to leave them at home while you
are running your errands.
Any time I think of summer, one of the first things I think of are 4th of July and firework celebrations! Unfortunately, not
everybody enjoys the celebration in the sky like I do. The week of the 4th is one of the busiest weeks for dog shelters and
animal control. Please make sure your dog is wearing their collar with their dog license attached. Dogs do not like the
sound of fireworks and are known to run when the noise scares them. If you are planning on attending a fireworks show,
please leave your dog at home! While we are enjoying the show, our dogs are terrified of the loud noise they make. One
thing you can do to help your dog while they are at home is leave the tv or radio on for them. This will help to drown out
some of the noise of the fireworks.
Th

With summer months coming, dogs like to be outside enjoying the nice weather. The best way to keep your dog with you
is to be outside with your dog. Make sure your dog is always wearing their collar with their current dog license attached
so if they do get loose and picked up by the dog warden, they will get a free ride home 😊
- Jodi Harding, Chief Dog Warden
Wood County Dog Shelter

