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WOOD COUNTY EMA
PREPAREDNESS &
SAFETY UPDATE

SCARY STATISTICS:
Children are more than twice as likely to be hit by a car

NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION
WEEK IS OCTOBER 9-15, 2022

and killed on Halloween than on any other day of the
year.

They

might

be

excited

and

moving

in

unpredictable ways, & their costumes may impair their

vision. Lack of visibility because of low lighting at night
also plays a factor in these incidents on the part of the

driver. As it becomes darker earlier, please watch out
for our little goblins and ghouls. While we do only one-

quarter of our driving at night, 50% of traffic deaths
happen at night. It doesn't matter whether the road is
familiar or not, driving at night is always more
dangerous.

'TIS THE SEASON FOR HOLIDAY COOKING
Hectic households may prove
problematic and distracting when
it comes to kitchen safety.
Don't wear loose clothes or sleeves that dangle while
cooking. Tie long hair back.

Ensure you have a working smoke alarm near your
kitchen.

Never leave cooking food unattended. Always check it
regularly and remain present in the kitchen. Use a timer.

Keep kids and pets away from the cooking area (at
least 3 feet away from the stove). Keep pot/pan
handles in.

Clean cooking surfaces regularly to avoid a buildup of
grease.

Keep anything flammable away from the cooking

surfaces. Store canned cooking spray away from the
stove top.

Keep a fire extinguisher in or near your kitchen- and
know how to use it.

Today’s homes burn faster than ever. You may
have as little as two minutes (or even less time) to
safely escape a home fire from the time the smoke
alarm sounds. Your ability to get out of a home
during a fire depends on early warning from smoke
alarms and advance planning.
Make sure to keep your bedroom door closed
when sleeping. This will help to slow the spread of
fire and smoke. Consider sleeping on the ground
floor to make escape easier.
Alarms need to be replaced every 10 years and per
manufacturer's instructions.
Interconnected smoke alarms are preferred. Make
sure there are working smoke alarms in every
sleeping room and outside every sleeping area.
If you use a walker or wheelchair, check all exits to
make sure you fit through the doorways.
Remove all clutter in hallways and near exits.
Make sure all windows and doors can open in an
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there is a working automatic sprinkler system.

CYBERSECURITY AWARENESS MONTH
The Internet touches almost all aspects of our daily lives. We are able to shop, bank, connect with family and
friends, and handle our medical records all online. These activities require you to provide personally
identifiable information (PII) such as your name, date of birth, account numbers, passwords, and location
information. Be cyber smart when sharing personal information online. Creating a strong password is a
critical step to protecting yourself online. Using long, complex passwords is one of the easiest ways to defend
yourself from cybercrime. Phishing attacks use email or malicious websites to infect your machine with
malware and viruses to collect personal and financial information. Cybercriminals attempt to lure users to
click on a link or open an attachment that infects their computers, creating vulnerabilities for criminals to
use to attack. Phishing emails may appear to come from a real financial institution, e-commerce site,
government agency, or any other service, business, or individual. The email may also request personal
information such as account numbers, passwords, or Social Security numbers. When users respond with the
information or click on a link, attackers use it to access users’ accounts.

WINTER IS COMING

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

As winter approaches, there are steps you can take
to prepare your home for the cold weather ahead.
Inspect your chimney, insulate your attic, weatherstrip doors and windows, insulate exposed pipes,
clean out gutters, install and test smoke alarms and
CO alarms, stock up on supplies such as nonperishable food. Also, don't forget the items listed
below to keep in your car in the event you break
down or get stuck.
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Fall is a lovely time to visit the parks! The trees at
Bradner, Cedar Creeks and W.W. Knight Nature Preserves
turn shades of yellow, crimson and orange when the sunny days and chilly
nights of autumn arrive. Enjoy seasonal-favorite programs like jack-o-lantern
archery, fall color tram tours and the award-winning Geochase. Carter Historic
Farm celebrates the agricultural heritage of Wood County and hosts
programming from the Depression-era. Connect with your past at knitting,
crochet and food preservation programming. Invest in your well-being and spark
your creativity at yoga, mindfulness and art programs. Wherever your interest
lies, there is something for you at the parks!
The Wood County EMA is joining forces with the Park District to get the message
out about CodeRED. Soon, officers and program staff will have cards to hand
out to park goers with a QR code and a "text to enroll" number for quick sign up
access. It is always important to be aware of your surroundings, especially when
enjoying your time outdoors. Stay weather ready by registering your home
address and consider adding the mobile app on your smartphone to keep a
watchful eye on the weather whenever and wherever you decide to take your
next outdoor park adventure.
Register for programs at wcparks.org or by calling 419-353-1897, and be sure to
connect with us on social media platforms.
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SHOP SMART- THE HOLIDAYS ARE A PRIME TIME FOR SCAMMERS
With the convenience of online shopping today, more and more consumers are choosing to shop online rather than fight with the
crowds. There is, however, a downside to this. The holiday season is a prime time for hackers, scammers, and online thieves. While
millions of Americans will be online looking for the best gifts and deals, hackers will be looking to take advantage of unsuspecting
shoppers by searching for weaknesses in their devices or internet connections or attempting to extract personal and financial
information through fake websites or charities. Shop with reputable vendors, be wary of emails requesting information, check your
statements, use a credit card over a debit card, & remember if it's a deal too good to be true, (it probably is).
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